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• Channelkeeper sues 
the City and the State 

regarding Ventura 
River Steelhead 

population 
preservation

• The City attempts 
to cross-complain 

to bring other large 
water users together 

to collaborate on 
a solution

2014 2015
• The Court agrees 

that Channelkeeper’s
lawsuit could impact 

the City’s water 
rights and that the 

City’s cross-complaint 
can move forward

Early 2018
• The City brings 

amended 
cross-complaint 

that includes 
adjudication of 

water right

Late 2018

Litigation Diagram



• The City continues settlement discussions with the other large 
water users named in cross-complaint to find a “physical solution”
• The City and Channelkeeper come to interim settlement that 
involves actionable improvement plans for the River’s infrastructure
• The City moves forward with cross-complaint believing it vital 
that a collaborative, enforceable solution be reached among 
all stakeholders

• In order for the Court to recognize any comprehensive
settlement agreement, State law requires the City to send out 
Notices/Summons to all who may be impacted

20202019
• Notices and Summons go out, 
as settlement discussions 
continue

• Because such a large group was 
included in this notification, 
communication meetings are 
being held to make sure all 
parties understand what is at 
stake and why this is needed to 
protect water rights now and in 
the future

Litigation Diagram



Why We’re 
Here?Municipal:

• Casitas Municipal Water District
• City of Ventura (Ventura Water)
• Ventura River Water District
• Meiners Oaks Water District

Agriculture:
• Taylor Ranch
• Rancho Matilija Mutual Water 

Company
• Other Farms / Ranches

Individual Wells

Large Water Users



City of Ventura

Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper

State Agencies

Large Water Users

Property Owners

2014

2018

2020

Sequence of Litigation



Why We’re 
Here?

NOTICE SUMMONS



Why We’re 
Here?
Who received the Notice?

All property owners who own 
property that overlie (is above) 
the four groundwater basins in 
the Ventura River Watershed

Who received the Summons?
All property owners who own 
property that is next to the 
Ventura River or its tributaries



What does it 
mean if I 

received a 
Notice?

• You have not been sued
• Your water service  will not be interrupted
• City was required to send you the Notice as part 

of the court process



What does it 
mean if I 

received a 
Summons?

• You have been sued
• You have 60 days to respond if you would like to 

participate 
(City is currently seeking 6 month extension)

• Current action won’t interrupt service from your 
current water provider

• City was required to include you as part of the 
court process



Do I need an 
Attorney?

• You may wish to consult an attorney:
• If you currently have a groundwater well
• Take water from the river
• Or wish to do so in the future

• The outcome could impact your right to divert, 
pump or store surface water or groundwater, 
either now or in the future

• If you do not wish to participate, you can 
choose to ignore the Notice/Summons



What the City Hopes to Achieve

• Working towards a collaborative solution (settlement) known as a 
“physical solution”

The City’s goal is to work collaboratively to develop a locally driven 
solution that:

• Avoids State intervention

• Balances river habitat with water needs of region

• Shares the responsibility of protecting this finite water supply 
among all users

• Develop user group similar to Santa Paula Basin



Legal Fees and Costs
Between 2014-2020 approximately 5 million has been spent toward legal fees, 

studies and analyses, and an interim settlement agreement.

As one of the large water users of the River, the City of Ventura has taken the lead on keeping 
local control for all of its users. It is why the City took on the legal process, which was a necessary 

step to ensure that a binding, collaborative solution was agreed upon by all water users.

Approximately
$2 MILLION
has been spent on 

LEGAL COUNSEL

Approximately
$2 MILLION
has been spent on 

STUDIES AND 
ANALYSES OF THE RIVER

$850k 
on the interim 

settlement agreement 
with Santa Barbara 

Channelkeeper in 2019



Progress & 
The Path Forward
• Website dedicated to this issue with comprehensive FAQ, 
timeline, and videos (www.venturariver.com)

• Mailer to all impacted parties notifying them of resources 
and where to find more information

• Holding public meetings
(more to be scheduled as talks progress) 

•Participating in ongoing, collaborative discussions

•Seeking a 6 month extension for those deciding to 
participate, while continuing to work on settlement



Takeaways

• If you receive municipal water, current action 
does not affect you

• Current action won’t interrupt service from 
your current water provider

• City is seeking a 6-month extension so 
settlement may be reached

• Continue to visit www.venturariver.com for 
updates
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